
Study Guide
“Basic Safety Knowledge”

Rules mentioned in this document must be adhered to in order for the Grissom JROTC Air
Marksmanship team to function according to the code of conduct established between Vergil I.

Grissom Highschool and the Grissom JROTC unit.

Section 1: Basic Vocabulary

1. Be able to identify the rifle components listed in the figures below.



Discharge: The event of a gun firing.

Sight Picture: The picture resulting from a lined up front and rear sight.

Sights: Contains a “sight picture” which is lined up on the target when aiming.

Muzzle: Where the fired pellet exits.

Barrel: The metal tube in which the fired pellet is propelled through.

Trigger: A mechanism that actuates the function of the air rifle in order to fire a pellet.

Trigger Guard: A component that shields the trigger from being accidentally actuated.

Safety Selector: A component that locks the action of the gun when engaged, preventing an
accidental discharge.

Charging Handle: A handle used to prime a gun for discharging a projectile.

Bolt: A component that locks the projectile into place until fired.

Chamber: The seating for the projectile, where the pellet is inserted before firing.

Action: Every mechanism involved with the firing of the gun. Includes the trigger mechanism,
charging handle, bolt, and chamber.

Cheek Rest: An object that you rest your cheek on while aiming.

Stock: A piece of material shaped to support a gun’s action.

Butt/Shoulder Stock: The part of the stock that rests on your shoulder while aiming.

Flagging: Aiming the muzzle of the gun at an unintended target. Will be penalized.

Section 2: Range Safety

1. A Range Safety Officer (RSO) is in charge of correcting safety hazards and assisting
shooters with any issues that may arise that threaten the safe operation of the range and
equipment therein. They are also in charge of firing exercises. There are currently two
safety officers, c/CPL Nikolas Burnham and c/CPL Andrew Jeffreys.

2. The firing line is a line on the range that will be marked with tape. It’s approximately 10
meters from the targets and should not be crossed unless the range is cold. No part of
your body is allowed to cross the firing line when the range is “hot.”



3. When a range safety officer (RSO) calls a “cold” range, you must lower your air rifle and
engage its safety.

4. A “hot” range indicates that shooters are allowed to fire at their targets at will.

5. Three basic cardinal rules of gun safety:
a. ALWAYS keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
b. ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot.
c. ALWAYS keep the gun unloaded until ready to use.

6. For our purposes you will also keep the gun on safe until ready to shoot.

7. If there are any issues with the operation of your rifle or questions about the shooting
exercise, raise your hand and wait for an RSO to assist you.

8. Being disruptive to the safety of the range and equipment used therein will be penalized.

Section 3: Commands

1. After cadets are in position to begin shooting, the “LOAD” command will be given by an
RSO. When the “LOAD” command is given, you are clear to load your rifle and prepare it
for firing. This means loading a pellet, disengaging your safety, and priming your air rifle.

2. After the RSO gives the “START” command, shooters may begin to fire at will at their
targets. Range is “hot.”

3. When the “STOP” command is called, shooters are no longer authorized to fire their air
rifles. The range is “cold.”

4. When the “STOP-UNLOAD” command is given, all rifles must be unloaded. DO NOT
FIRE. If a cadet’s air rifle is still loaded, they must keep their hand raised and yell
“LOADED RIFLE,” keeping their rifle pointed downrange and waiting for an RSO to
assist them.


